Treatment Integrity

Evaluation of Treatment Integrity in School-Based Interventions

Cochrane & Castle (2006)

“If we are going to implement interventions, and use data from these interventions to determine a child’s eligibility for special education services, we must be confident that the student’s outcome (either positive or negative) is a response to the intervention and not a response to someone’s failure to implement the intervention.”

Treatment integrity generally decreases as the intervention becomes more complex, takes more time, requires more resources, or involves several persons implementing parts of the intervention.

Evaluating Treatment Integrity

Lane & Beebe-Frankenberger (2004), Gresham (1989), Gresham et al. (2000)
Direct Observation – a person observes the intervention while it is being implemented, recording whether each step of the intervention plan occurred or did not occur.  Calculation of the percentage of steps completed occurs.
Rating Scale – a person observes the intervention while it is being implemented, and then rates each step of the intervention as having occurred with a high level or low level of integrity.

Self-Report – person implementing the intervention is asked to complete a self-report form after each intervention session.  Each step of the intervention is listed, and the implementer indicates if each step was completed with a high or low level of integrity.

Interview – Similar to self-report, another person interviews the intervention implementer whether each step of the intervention plan was implemented as intended, and implementer’s answers are recorded.
Permanent Products – Intervention implementer collects a permanent product for each component of the intervention.

Manualized Interventions – Intervention has a step-by-step guide for implementation, and the implementer follows the guide exactly as written.  However, this method assumes that the implementer is following the guide exactly.
Treatment Integrity Observation Checklist – Language Interventions
Student:  
Hattie

Teacher:
Mrs. F.
Grade:
Kindergarten

Date of Intervention Initiation:
October 2, 2002

Treatment Integrity Schedule:
School Psychologist – observe 1x/week

Intervention 1:  Repetition of directions

____
1.  Teacher poses directive to Hattie or class

____
2.  Teacher requires Hattie and/or class to repeat directions

____
3.  If classroom directive was posed, teacher requires choral responding or directions repeated.

____
4.  If Hattie does not respond within choral responding, teacher asks her to individually repeat directions

____
5.  Teacher emphasizes various WH- questions within directions and repetition of directions by increased vocal volume

____
6.  Teacher has children chorally respond to WH- questions to check for understanding of a directive.  

____
7.  If Hattie does not respond within choral responding, teacher asks her to individually answer WH- question

____
8.  Positive reinforcement (e.g., verbal praise, small tangible, etc.) offered for correct responding
% of Steps Completed = _______

Additional Comments:  

Intervention 2:  Read Aloud

____
1.  Teacher conducts small group or large group Read Aloud session

____
2.  Teacher intersperses reading with instruction in WH- questions relevant to the story.

____
3.  Teacher asks WH- questions to individual students, followed by choral responding of correct response to WH- question

____ 
4.  If Hattie does not respond within choral responding, teacher asks her to individually answer WH- question.

____
5.  Positive reinforcement (e.g., verbal praise, small tangible, etc.) offered for correct responding
% of Steps Completed = _______

Additional Comments:  

Treatment Integrity Observation Checklist – Behavior Intervention
Student:  
Michael 

Teacher:
Mrs. T.
Grade:
Kindergarten

Date of Intervention Initiation:
September 30, 2002

Treatment Integrity Schedule:
School Psychologist – 1x/week

Intervention 1:  Checklist of Activities

____
1.  Teacher presents Michael with checklist of activities necessary for him to complete in the AM 

____  
2.  Teacher explains number of checks necessary for reward.

____
3.  Michael checks-off activities, as he completes them.

____
4.  Teacher discusses completion or non-completion of activities with Michael after every activity period.

____
5.  Before lunch time, teacher reviews checklist with Michael.

____
6.  Teacher offers reward (e.g., free time with cars or 1:1 with an adult) if Michael has met the specified number of checks. 

% of Steps Completed = _______

Additional Comments:  

Treatment Integrity Checklist – Teacher Self-Report – Reading Intervention
Student:  
Mariah

Teacher:
Ms. C.
Grade:
1st grade

Date of Intervention Initiation:
1/30/2003
Integrity Checklist:  To be completed by teacher after each session
Intervention 1:  Flash card drill for sight words

____
1.  Teacher is present with Mariah in a 1:1 situation

____
2.  Teacher presents Mariah with flashcards

____
3.  If Mariah says the wrong word or pauses longer than 3 seconds, the teacher provides Mariah with the correct word and has Mariah repeat the word

____
4.  If Mariah says the correct word, the teacher rewards Mariah with positive reinforcement (e.g., “Way to go!”, “Yes!”, or “You did it!”)

% of Steps Completed = _______

Treatment Integrity – Observation Checklist – Language Intervention

Student:  
Gregory

Teacher:
Mrs. F.
Grade:
Kindergarten

Date of Intervention Initiation:
March 22, 2004

Treatment Integrity Evaluation:  
Observation to be completed 1x/week by TA

Treatment Integrity Checklist and Intervention Specifics:  Treatment integrity will be completed on a weekly basis to assess intervention implementation.  
____
1.  Teacher asks a student to respond to a question in sentence form
____
2.  Teacher uses beads to visually represent number of words used in student’s response
____
3.  If student is incorrect or does not respond, teacher models an appropriate response through verbalization and use of the beads

____
4.  All students are asked to chorally repeat sentence provided by student or teacher
____
5.  If a student, particularly Gregory in this case, does not participate in choral responding, teacher asks the student to independently repeat the sentence
____
6.  Positive reinforcement (e.g., verbal praise, nonverbal praise, small tangible) offered for correct responding and effort

% of Steps Completed = _______

Additional Comments:  

Treatment Integrity Checklist for Peer Tutoring – Reading Intervention
Treatment Integrity Evaluation:  observation to be completed by TA 1x/week
_____  1.  Marissa reads the book and Leah follows along

_____  2.  Leah reads the same book with Marissa

_____  3.  As Leah reads, Marissa prompts Leah to use the hand strategies to figure out words or provides word to Leah

_____  4.  Leah must re-read sentence after she figures out the word

_____  5.  Leah re-reads the entire book and Marissa times Leah for 1 minute – use stop watch!

      _____ 6.  Marissa write page number and last word read on Peer Tutoring Chart
% of Steps Completed = _______

