Response to Intervention (RTI)

	What it is
	What it isn’t

	A philosophy – this philosophy calls for an approach to every student with the mentality that “I/We will find what works for this student to learn.”

A dynamic process – interventions and realistic goals are designed and revised to promote and accelerate student progress

A research-based approach – this approach is based on research indicating positive outcomes for students.  It endorses the use of research-based interventions and data collection methods. Data are interpreted using sound guidelines.

A general education effort – the process is designed to address the student’s needs within general education setting.

Data-driven process – reliable and valid data should be collected prior to intervention implementation (i.e., baseline). This data is used to make the best decisions about what skills the intervention should target.  In addition, decisions regarding the need to revise or end interventions should be determined by data collected on a weekly basis.  The data assessment method should be the same as the method used to collect baseline data and sensitive to weekly growth (e.g., DIBELS, CBA, MBSP).

A problem-solving process – this process serves to find solutions to students’ deficits and issues.  The RTI philosophy is often carried out in a team-format (e.g., SBIT, STARS) that is designed according to research-based consultative procedures.
	A hurdle to Special Education – the process is not to be entered into with the goal of transferring the student into Special Education

A “one-shot deal” – interventions may be revised several times to determine what works for the student.  The process is not, “We’ll try something for 8-10 weeks, and then we will make a final decision regarding the need for Special Education.”

A “loose attempt” to address a student’s needs – by offering “non specific” tutorial efforts or interventions.  More of the same instruction  delivered in smaller groups is not effective.

A special education effort – This process is not an initiative of special education. The approach is to find what works for the student within the general education setting, 

A subjective process – the process is designed according to best practices supported by research.  While opinions and perceptions of weaknesses and response to intervention efforts are important, they are not sufficient in decision-making.  Weaknesses and response to interventions are quantified by frequent, reliable, and valid data collection techniques and tools.

A pre-referral process – pre-referral processes are often defined in terms of necessary steps to complete prior to a referral to special education.  This process is not a special education effort, nor a special education process.  SBIT and STARS have not been designed to function as pre-referral processes.
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